SOWETO KINCH
Award winning alto-saxophonist and MC Soweto Kinch is one of the most 

exciting and versatile young musicians in both the jazz and hip hop scenes.

Multi-Award winning saxophonist and MC, Kinch has made huge impression in both 

the jazz and hip-hop community. Undoubtedly, one of the few artists in either genre 

with a degree in Modern History from Oxford University he has amassed an 

impressive list of accolades and awards on both sides of the Atlantic – including a 

Mercury Music Prize nomination, two UMA Awards and two MOBO awards for best 

Jazz Act

His skills as a hip hop MC and producer have also garnered him recognition in the urban music world: having supported the likes of KRS ONE, Dwele and TY, and being championed by the likes of Mos Def, Rodney P and BBC 1-Xtra’s Twin B.

Soweto Kinch’s projects also extend beyond recorded albums. Most recently, he was recruited as the lead presenter of BBC Radio 3’s new weekly show, Jazz Now: seeing him both extend his core audience as well strengthen ties to kindred artists such as Robert Glasper and Branford Marsalis.  

The Flyover Show is Soweto’s flagship project. Currently in its 6th year, this groundbreaking daylong, music and arts festival takes place in its unusual setting beneath a motorway flyover in Birmingham. Featuring artists as divergent as Goldie, Akala, Ernest Ranglin and Omar the festival continues to build on its reputation, bringing a world class rostra to an often neglected corner of inner city Birmingham. 
‘Nonagram’ Kinch’s latest album project is an exploration of maths, geometry and sound which in his words, ‘injects a musical antidote, inspiring us to see new visions of the surrounding world.’ 
NONAGRAM
The album concept revolves around a nine-sided wheel or nonagon. Each musical point along the wheel explores a feature of different numbers or shapes. For instance the track exploring ‘3’ uses frequencies such as 60Hz and relates it to 180Hz (the internal and total angles of an equilateral triangle). Through shifting time signatures, harmony and tonality the music explores how sound can describe incorporeal ideas of mathematics, traveling through each point along a digital system: how music gives form to ideas that can’t be seen in the natural world; or how these fundamentals are expressed in nature or sacred geometry. Taking broad inspiration from bird song and cymatic patterns, to the Egyptian Ennead and Platonic shapes this album will feel like a journey through a hidden world of abstraction.

“In an age where words, science or religion are often used to divide people, I’m largely inspired by these numerical and sonic aspects of music that transcend cultural differences. Whilst writing the Legend of Mike Smith, I had innumerable conversations about ‘dark forces’ controlling the music industry and keeping the populace as sheeple. Part of the inspiration is in injecting a musical antidote that instead inspires us to see new visions of the surrounding world”

